
Scientists Have Just Discovered
Many Secrets Which Have Long
Puzzled Them inRegard to Death

by Electric Shock From the Exper¬
ience of a Man Who Was Electro¬

cuted and Brought ¦

Back to Life
WHKN the electric chair was sub¬

stituted for the old fashioned
gallows in New York it was be¬

cause it was believed that electrocution
was painless. But just what were the
sensations of death in the electric chair
scientists were unable to say, because
no electrocuted victim came back to life
to tell tliern.

It was assumed that the shock of the
powerful current would instantly render
the condemned man unconscious. But
the unpleasant feature of m^st electro¬
cutions has been the necessity of re¬

penting the shock several times. This
was not foreseen

Experience in ilie death chamber has
shown that the electric current does
not usually destroy life at the tirst shock.
Evidences of pulsating life compel the
executioner to turn on the current asain
and yet again. This distressing failure
of the electric charge to instantly end
life has caused much speculation among
scientists and humanitarians.
Does the first shock end the conscious¬

ness of the condemned man?
Or is the victim siiil conscious.hover¬

ing between death and life, does themau
In the chair realize what is going on?
What, if any, was the agony of the

ti rs . shock?
What were the agonies of the victim

during the moments elapsing between
tiie tirst shock and the second impact of
the current? Was he entirely uncon¬
scious, partly conscious or fully conscious
of the horrors of the situation which the
law never meant to be inflicted on him?
And if the tirst shock of the current

benumbed the condemned man's brain,
did returning consciousness bring with it
tortures of bodily misery which have
never been known or suspected?
The Victim \
Falls Apparently Dead.
Nobody has been able to answer these

questions until an accident happened
viiit-h unexpectedly illuminated this wholo
subject of what the victim in the elec¬
tric chair really sees, hears, foels and
cu ffers.

It was the morning of February 3 that
Harry Ton sous pushed his hand truck
of steel castings into th^ freight elevator
of the National Screw and Tack Com¬
pany. in Cleveland. His left foot stepped
firmly on a "live" wire, which had ac¬
cidentally become detae.hed from the elec¬
tric controller of the elevator. Tonious'
face paled. He dropped the truck, ut¬
tered a heartrending cry, and fell lifeless
to the floor.
The ambulance surgeon, who soon ar¬

rived with two police attendants, declared
that Tonious was dead and that it was
a Coroner's case. Hut hoping that some¬
thing might be done to resuscitate the
man, the surgeon ordered the body to be
brought to the hospital for experiments
with the pulrnotor.

After vigorous work the left leg of
Tonious was seen 14V(remhie slightly. On«
of the physician^ h?ahed over and put
his ear to the man's breast. There was
a slight flutter heard.
The pulmotor was applied more vigor¬

ously than ever. Other measures for re¬
suscitation were taken and before long
the "dead" man's body stirred and his
lips moved. The next moment his eye¬
lids fluttered and lie shook his shoulderp,
as if throwing off a heavy load. Sub¬
consciously his left hand moved in the
direction of the left foot.the member
which had come in contact with the wire.
One of the doctors opened one of the

kirn's eyes and saw the eyeball roll to
one side, and then back again. Life was
beginning to assert Itself, and a moment
later Tonious tried to rise, but was held
fast by toe attendants, delighted that the
object of their attention had been brought
back to life.

Life returned by leaps and bounds and
the "dead" man was soon able to open
his eyes ami talk. Two days later Tonious
was allowed to stand and walk a f"\v
steps. His whole bodj was still weak
and he was extremely nervous. His feet
could scarcely bear the weigh; of his
frame. (
He regained his strength quickly, and

TJ tw o mor«- da -s ;ts tal.en t.o !:is home.
The doctors i< ::li/.f,d tin: in the person

of the uiifo: Tonious they had a
man who lia l virtually been through all
the experiences >>r an eloctrocuted vic¬
tim.with ilie very import air addition
that Tonious had coin" back to life and
full consc.ensue* and wa« abb to nippiythe answers to t ie mysteries which liav
heretofore always been burled with the
remains of the electrocuted murderers

Pressed 'or information on all the as¬
pects of : i- :. markab'.e experience,
Tonious said:

"Dying wa- quick and without much
pain. Coming ba< to life was slow and
very painful.
"When 1 stared to hacK out of the

elevator." Toniou continued, I recall
stepping "ti the wire. I could feel it
under my fe>ot. Then ! felt a teirible
jolt on thf- back of my head It felt as
if some one had struck me there with a
club. 1 remember having cried out, but
my voice seemed to trail off in tin* nis
taace. It felt as if a bomb bad been
inserted in rny skull and as if it bad
exploded and blown off the top of myhead.
"Then it aeemed as if a million needles

nnd pins were shooting through my body.
They pricked all at the same time. The
top of my head seemed to rise. 1 felt
the ground giving way under my feet as
.if I were on the brink of a precipice the
edge of which had crumbled under me.
I felt myself falling. There was nothing
to support me. 1 realized that no part of
mv body was moving of its own accord,
but the whole of me kept falling. All this
appeared to be in a short space of titer,
probably no more than a few seconds,
ami then finally l felt as if i were float
ing in space. 1 couldn't see. hear, smell
or feel anything, and then suddenly oil
was a blank. I just couldn't think or re¬
member anything.

"I remember now that, when I stepped
oil the wire 1 felt no sensation in my legft'r foot. It was al! in my he'.l. At the
time, after realizing I had stepped on a
wire, I forgot all about my leg nnd foot.
Only my head was in pain, "fliera was
no mark or burn on either my shoe, my
sock, or my foot. The pain of the jolt
and the explosion in my head and of the
needles and pins through my body was
intense.

"After my mind had been a blank. 1
don't know how long, as I had no idea
of tim» or anything else, I began to hear.
.My first realization was of the sound of
rushing water or a heavy wind. Il sound¬
ed like when you stand on ihe beach at
'lie lake when the waves are lil^h -a
sort of roaring sound. I heard the roar¬
ing first, and what seemed then like a few
minutes later the sound increased and 1
could hear a kind of whistle, like the wind
makes. When I first began to hear it
seemed as if I had been holding my ears
shut, keeping out all the sound, arid then
gradually releasing the pressure, the
sound growing louder and louder.
"While 1 didn't realize I was coming

b-iek to life. I did think that whatever
had happened I had been hearing the
noise for a lonrr time. It seemed hours.
I didn't realize wlm! was going on, my
only impression being that I was hearing
something.
"As the. sounds grew louder, as if

bigger waves were dashing on the beach
and the force of the wind had increased,
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they started to swish back and forth.
'I hat is, it seemed to me as if the sounds
moved, if that were possible. They would
grow dim and I thought they were going
away from me. and then they would come
nearer. I didn't consider whether I could
nee or not. and didn't wonder why | could
not use any other sens" than hearing.1 didn't wonder where 1 was or what had
happened to me. I just kept thinking of
those sounds.
"What seemed to m<> ages later ihe

sounds began to grow louder and louder,
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